TAKE A POLICY IN THE

RICHMOND HOME PROTECT-
IVE ASSOCIATION.

OF RICHMOND, MISSOURL.

A State and Home institution. Certificate limited to 81,000, Admis
pion fee, 85,00, Semi-annual Dues, 50 cents. Assessment, $1.00 only on
death of a member, and no assessment when 81,000 is in the treasury.
Every dollar received from Assessments to the Beneficary Fund.
Tt is the only purely mutual system in existence. It is & declaration of
{ndependence from the high linance cost of old line life insurance bring-
m safe and sure protection to families that would otherwise be with-

home protection. Menand women admitted on egual terms. Age
limit, 18 to 50 years. Over 1,100 certificates issued during the first eight
mounths, J. T. AKERS, General Ageat. Rich mond, Mo, 1t

KATHERINE'S
GUARDIAN

By Nellie Cravey Gillmore

CHAS. W. LOOMIS
Agent

Lexington, Mo.

ASHBROOK, 28405

Trotting Record, 2:13§ in a Winning Race, Sire of 7 (6 trotters and 1
pacer) in 2:154 to 2:274: put 4 in list in 1606. Son of AshlandWilkes 2:157%
the sire of John R, Gentry, 2:004 and 120 others. Dam the great brood
mare Maxie, by Young Wilkes, 2:28%, sire of 31 and a son of the great
Geo.Wilkes. Ashbrook, 2134, 15 a seal brown, 15¢ hands high and weighs
1180 pounds; compact, stylish and handsome; feet and legs the very bests
absolutely sound; disposition most excellent. He will make the geason
of 1007 at the farm of Geo. M, Catron, on the Warrensburg road, 4 miles
southeast of Lexington. Terms 2§ Cash (o insure i mare in foal.
Good pasture at 82,00 a month., We will give careful attention to mares
in our charge, but we will not be respousible foraccidents, For tabulat-
ed pedigree and particulars apply to

R. Todhunter or Geo. M. Catron,

(Copyright, by Joseph B. Bowles)

Plergon leaned wearily back in his
geal and studied the fiying landscape
with musinz eyes, into which curious
little sparks of excitement occaglon:
ally fAnzhed
After o half hour's introspection, he
drew from his pocket & crisp, creamy
envelope, and taklng out & hastily-
written sheot of note paper, reread
the following:
L [ have asked Katherine
Haygood to my house party. Whether
vou are golng to flaiter me with your
approval of this step, I dont know;
but considering that you have been
her legal guardian for lo, these many

years, 1 think It Is about time you
were making each others' aecquaint.
ance. Don't you?

“Kitty 18 a dear girl—or was when
I knew her at college—but a trifie lm:
pulsive, and like most fmpulsive per-
sons, just & bit prejudiced Im  her
views. Consequently, I have not men-
tioned the fact of your visil, fearing
possibly that she might not come if
she knew. You will recollect my
telllng her on several occasions how
queerly sensitive she seemed about
your relation, Naturally; 1 imagine,
ghe rather chafes under things—con-
sidering whuot we all know. Vainly
enough. | anm relying upon my own
diplomacy to set things straight when
the crucial moment arrives, ;
The geperally astute lawyer found
his mind for once, at least, In a mist
—pow swimming with tumultuous con:
fectures—now full of vague, siranges
upprehengions. He returned the et
ter to his pocket und dropped into o
profound reverie.
Presently cume the

lagt eall for

I—'Fxmgto“- Mo. Owners. #| juneh, and Plerson started to his feet
hall-guiltily. At the entrance to the
_ | dining-car he came face to face with
—
—_—— in bloe,

a tallor-made young lady

'CALIFORNIA

| .
1%]:&1“3]01“\ Colonist Excursions
l. |

t $26.30

Quae-way tickets on fale dailyjMarchl1 to April 3o,
Free chai cars

whose fluffy, sun-gold curls and great
penetrating gray eyves went through
him ke & stimulant,

For certain unaccountable reasons
he loftered through the Intervening
carg on the return to his own, but

stupld of me. Simply sign It: ‘Kath.
erine’

his way toward the office
hastily dashed off two messages. Une
read:

morrow evening
known only as Mr. Jack Smith
plain later,

and returned to Mlss Haygood with

\ all right,

dr
H
on

Plerson turned quickly and made
Inside, he

reach Plainfield before to-
Ratherine”

"“Can't

The other:

“Until further notice, 1 am to be

Ex- |
Dick."”

both to the same address

Pi
(]

He sent

the assurance that everything was

o

glimpse of while,

“1 am afvald | shall be a great deal |
of touble—to judge by the begin-
ping,” she remarked,

“1 am sorry ull troubles are not half
g0 pleasant,” he returned quickly. :
“T'hat sounds stereotyped, Mr—" w
“Smith.

She regarded him eariously [or a

gsecond. “Elsle did not write me that with excitement.
there was to be o Mr. Smith” she Plerson rose and extended his hand
; Mr, § { : A
said. in some embarrpssment.  “You prob
ably did not expect to see me” he

“As a matter of fact, I did not know
It myself untll the Jast mioute. My
cousin has been Insisting for a long
time, und though anxious and eager
enough, I was afrald almost to the
last that 1 should mot be able to get
away.”

“Probably there is a strong atirac
tion gsomewhers,”

“There is. Otherwlss 1 should not

h
a

“i shall make a speclal poinl of
seeing vou on the date of your twenty-

conceive
me
lettay
quested your advice about apything,

ful enough in tself, but us long as he
lived, Pierson thought he should never
forget the tumult of emotion that held
him o grip

partor hier cheeks were tinged faintly

commenced lamely,

o & tremulous little fashion
ndleated a chair,

digsappointed that your guardian

home.
you gt

st birthday, in your oOwn
ywever, let me hear from
ee in reply to this

"Your sincere [riend add guardlan,

“Richard Plerson.”

In due time came An AOSWET

“St. Loulg, June 18.—Mr. Richard
erson, San Francisco: Dear Sir: It
certainly bevond my ingenuity to
why you shounid have sent
guch an unwarrantably  insolent
[ um not aware of hiviug re

s do 1 oare to consider it at-all

“As long as we are (o be visitors In “l don’t care what you say ibout
the same house” he ventured tents- | Mr. Smith. In my opinion, he Is 2
tively, “1 hope you will allow me to man and a geotleman, and quite
ook after you for the rest of the jour worthy of any wom—anyones-—inter
ney." | "H!' ) ;

The glrl's lps parted in a tran Yery ?"F['--'l.":_lll:'!_i, )
glent smile, rovealing a fleeting Katherine Haygood. "

The trip to St. Louis wns unevent I
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Butldin,

woom s 3and 5 Haerle

From his hotel he went at once to
e home of his ward,

When Miss Haygood came into the

The girl erimsoned to the tips of
er sirs as a f=5h from the firelight
howed her featnres.

“1'm afrald 1 did not,” she replled,
ns she

“And of course yon are sxtremely
that

have agreed to travel all the way
from San Francisco to New Jersey
and buck agaln for just a week's vaca
tion."”

Misgs Hayzood found hergell flush.
ing absurdly all at once. “You liv

v wha aebad

Ty

He
“Pa
there?”
"Quite & number, | should say.”
“Any—any lawyers? The red kept
waming into her cheeks ns she wlked
“l should mather think so, consider-
Ing Lhat I belung to that disreputable
cluss mysell”

'Have you ever heard

nodded.

you know apy—many people

of a—Mr

Richard Plerson?" she asked, abrupt-
ly, after a lutle,
“I know that gentleman quite

well.” His eyes twinkled, but his tone
was casual “Do you know him7?'

“Unfortunately, yes—in a fashiom.
He happens to be a4 sort of a legal

Z’o’u-./—-——-‘:

R

Dr. J.W. Meng

Office it. the Meng Brilding

Office In Meng Bld, -

Farm Insurance

On Cash, Note, or Installment, Plan

Surgeon Dentist.

Leoangton, Missouri.

Phone 418

3 and & years without interest
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Dr.

Over Schawe's Hardwure Store

J. M, Gallemore

Physiclan and Surgeon.

Phone (Night and Day) 638,
otk and Main street. Lexington, Mo
S——

gquardian. My father died out there
geversl vears ago, leaving some projp-
grty, and to look after it and me—

without comprehension. Hall an
hour later the traln creaked to o
standstill, where it remained through
the major part of the afternoon. The
engine had given out, and at Jeast

Tourist sleepers (smalltextra charge.)
Personally conducted parties tr—veekly.

F. B, WHITE,
City Passenger Agent.

Free
“The Earth"”
- an Joaguin Valley”
“Free U S Government Lands

a hundred miles from asslstance!
Piergon left the car, and hegan to
pace restlessly up and down In the
brisk, keen alr. Pretty soon a number
of other passengers followed sult, and
the young lawyer-felt his breath come

In & swift, fjerky fashion as he recog-

ninzed the young jady in blue.
Fifty vards or more up-grade was

a dingy little depot, and thither they

Coal! Coal!

You can buy coal from us now for 11c per bushel in lots of
100 bushels or more, and we advise all who can do so to have
their houses filled as3oon as possible, as the local supply is
not equal to the demand in severe weather. Leave your order
at City Scales, C. W, Loomis Drug store or W. H. Greer.

Phones 310-—231—0r1 20.
Bell and Greer.

all drifted, in ones, twos and threes,
us rellef seemed o thing of the dim
future,
The girl left her grip &nd parasol
fngide and went buck out on the plat-
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DID YOU EVER TRY IV
ON YOUR STOCK?

Nothing Hke it to put them
in good condition, free them
from Insect parasites and pro-
teot them from contagious dis-
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You—"

form and sal down on a dilapidated
bench at the end of It
Plersun resumed his pacing, noting
as he pussed and repassed her, that
ghe wag beginning to look s lttle
tired and decidedly anxious. Once or
twice, as he came up, she slmost
opened her lipd to speak, then lnoked
away, reconsidering. But after awhile,
when he stopped near her to relight
@ cigar, she found courdge to say: "I
beg vour pardon, but could you tall
me when we are likely to get away
from this place?” There was a faint
dash of eolor In elther cheek that
despened perceptibly as she spoke.
“Yes, A ilelegram has just been re-
ecelved,. We can't possibly expect to
have sn engine before midnight!"
“Not—before—midunight!" The gl
paled. "Then 1 must send a—a tels
| gram or something rvight away,” she
| added uneasily. “Do you think—"
“If 1 can be of any asslstance to
you—"
“1 ghall be greatly obliged If you
will,” ahe broke in quickly. “Miss

- 1 you will just wire
will be all®

‘In consequence of which, you have
small love for him., 1 see
“It eartainly isn’t very agreeable to

to have to ask his adviee about this,
that and the other. Why, in case [
decide to marry hefore | am 21, he
will have to he consulted first.”
After a silence, Misa Haygood turmn
od to her companion and sald; “Tell
me, s he good-looking, or niee, or
pleasant—Iip any way?”
“Dick Isn't a bad sort. | belleve
you would like him' better If you knew
him.”
“I have not sald that I disliked
him.” The girl smiled, and suggested
that he take her inside.

Mr. Richard Pierson, reclining ngainst
the green plugh back of a parlor-car
wag returning to San Francisco, Hs
hiud been several sorts of a fool, after
all, he thought, to commit himsalf to
such a stupld deception. It was clear
enough, In his honest opinion, that he
had made s consummate ass of him-
seslf im more than one respect. It
was also perfectly evident that Kath-
erine Haygood did not care the snap
of her finger for him. Even the ab-
horrent guardian stood a better chance
by long odds than did he In his fool-
ish masquerade.
Arriving In San Francisco, he went
at once to his apartments, The first
thing to gréet him on eutering was
his faithful wvalet. The next, a
dainty Dblug envelops, handed him by
the oriental. He glanced quickly at
the address, reddening like a school-
boy as he recognized the Tfamlliar
handwriting of his ward, He tore it
upen eagerly and read:
“Plainfleld, N. I, June 5—My Dear
Guardian: [ don't know why Iehould
write to you at all, as you hardly ever
goe fit to potice my letters by more
than o casnal meknowledgment. How
gver, as therp is something particular
about which I must ask you, we wilt
let thmt pass.
“To go ar once to the polnt, what
ig your oplnlon of Mr. Jack Smith,
your friend and conlemporary? He
professes to admire you very much,

Mr. Plerson” P
you—that 1—" he blundeéred on help-
have to go to him for every cenl— | {essly,

busy at the lasi mipute to get away,
s0 sent you—"

‘| Came Because | Loved You," He

WATCHMAKER AND JEWELER

L exington

A. EGLE

1105 Franklin Ave,
Missourl,

Interrupted Softly.

“Ag usual, 1 suppose, he was too

»Ag his representative, ves, and—"
He broke off ngaln, turning red and
white by turns,
Migas Havgood stiffened visibly. “He

need not have annoyed you with this

unpleasant business,” she sald
“It [s & greai pleasure to me to be
of any service—to youw, Kitty,"” he

sald, bodlly.
She turned away quickly to hide the
crimgon that kept pouring into her
cheaks.
He was silent for & moment. Then
he bent over her and hiz hands slip-
ped down till they rested on her loos
ened sun-gold curls,
“You came as his—"
o1 ecamé because T loved you" he
interrupted softly.
She dld not answer, and his palms
erept down to her blood-burnt cheeks.
“Was ft any use?’ he asked,
“You would not have come—il ¥ou
had thought otherwize' she sald, aft-
er a little pause.
“And you don’t object to telling me
why It was you would never let me
say all this before?”
“Now that my freedom I8 here, no
—1 do not object. There wasalways
a foolieh whim in our families—my
guardlan's and mine—that—"  Bhe
looked up with R sudden arch expres-
gion. “He has told you already."”
“Yeu"
“That f= nll past mow—by mutual
eonsgent.”
He took both her hands and held
them tightly in thelr own.
“Will vou take me for better or for
worse?” he asked, touching her halr
with this lips.
“1 will,® she answered steadlly,
“And vou love me, not hecause—"
“I love you because—you are you"
she interposed.
“And today, 1 have brought you
vour freedom. Today, you are rid of
me for gooill. You need never be an-

and as vou are such great confidants,
doubtless you Wil know before long,
all the detalls of our meeting, ete,
“Aa vou aré coming lo 8t Lonls
within the vear, wé can then discuks
business matters, go there 18 no ne
cessity to write further. Slncerely.

“Katherine Hayvgood.”
Pierson read the letter balf u dozen
times before returning It to the en-
volope. A curious little smile devel-
apod abott his lips as he made n
rather hasty tollet and sut down st
hilg desk to write an answer, Ho be
gan with a paternal flourish;

My Dear Little Girl: If you want
my private oplnion on the subject of
Mr. Jack Smith, he Is an idiot, pure
and simple,

“The details of your meeting, ete.,
you say, Am I to understand by the
‘gte.— What am I to understand?

“I hope you have not been so hasty
a8 to become urduly interested in this
mm LD ger, | you know little or

noyed again by huving to come to me
for every cent—"
| The girl etood up quickly, & new
light breaking in on her mind all at
Unee,
“You!" sho eried
“1 am stil—L" he sall smillng,
“Have you changed your mind? It is
# woman's prerogative, yon know,”
He drew from his pocket a  bulky
| package of papers and held It to hor.
| “With thesn," he continued, “1 relin
quish my guardianship and give you
your liberty”
ghe did not move or speuk for a full
mingte. Then, with an indescribable
little gesture, she drew back, shaks
ing her head, sand into her eves came
n certaln wonderful light that comes
lato all women's eyes sometime. “Yon
had better keep them, hado't you?”
ghe said In a little half whisper.. “l—
1 really would not know what te do
with them,” she stammered, with rose
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